
Medium Term Overview 

History 

Overview 

Year 3- Unit 1 

Year 3 

 

Period: Ancient Egypt 3100BC- 395AD 

What did the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb tell us about life in Ancient Egypt? 

Disciplinary 

Knowledge 

(Skills) 

A 

Chronology 

 

B 

Historical 

Terms/Themes 

 

C 

Organise, 

Evaluate and 

communicate 

key information 

D 

Historical 

Enquiry (sources 

and evidence) 

 

E 

Interpreting 

History 

 

F 

Causes and 

Consequences 

 

G 

Similarities/

Differences 

 

H 

Significance 

 

I 

Change and 

Continuity 

Themes Core Knowledge                                                                                          Disciplinary Knowledge Vocabulary 

Determination 

Empire 

Civilisation 

• Know that the era was from 3100 BC – 395 AD 

• Know that Howard Carter discovered the tomb of King Tutankhamun in 1922.   

• Know that archaeologists find out information about how people lived in the past, before 

written historical records began.  

• Know that King Tut’s tomb was discovered in the Valley of the Kings, a traditional burial 

site for pharaohs.  

• Know that Ancient Egypt was a complex and stable civilisation on the continent of Africa 

that lasted more than 3000 years. 

• Know that Ancient Egypt thrived due to its location along the Nile River, despite being 

surrounded by the Sahara Desert. 

• Know that Tutankhamun was a pharaoh that lived from 1346-1328 BC. 

• Know that King Tut’s mummy was discovered inside the tomb, and a golden mask was still 

on his face after thousands of years. He ruled Egypt for 9 years 

• Know that over 3,000 treasures were placed in the tomb to help King Tut in the afterlife, 

including jewellery, ornate furniture, chariots, weapons, games and food. 

• Know that Ancient Egyptians used a system of writing called hieroglyphics. 

• Know that the Rosetta Stone helped people understand and translate hieroglyphics. 

A Show an awareness of chronology. Understand that a 

timeline is divided in AD (CE, common era) and BC (BCE, 

before common era). Order and sequence events 

chronologically 

B Develop use of appropriate subject terminology – 

Determination, Empire and Civilisation 

C Communicate ideas about the past using different 

genres of writing, drawing, diagrams, drama and roleplay 

D Understand what an artefact is and how to create 

appropriate questions about it. 

 Understand what sources provided the most valuable 

information for a given topic.  

Establish the significance of the historical source. 

 

 

Howard Carter 

King 

Tutankhamun 

Archaeologist 

Archaeology 

Valley of the 

Kings 

Sahara Desert 

Nile River 

Pharaoh 

Mummy 

Afterlife 

Hieroglyphics 

Sarcophagus 

Translate 

Rosetta Stone 

Geography 

Coverage 

Continents, Oceans, Africa 

Suggested 

Trips, Visits, 

Activities 

• Architecture Workshop 

• Create a Minecraft model of King Tut’s tomb 

• Read Carter’s journal recounting the discovery of the tomb 

• Now Press Play 



Medium Term Overview 

History 

Overview 

Year 3- Unit 2 

Year 3 

 

Period: Ancient Greece 776-146BC 

Who left the greater legacy - Athens or Sparta? 

Disciplinary 

Knowledge 

(Skills) 

A 

Chronology 

 

B 

Historical 

Terms/Themes 

 

C 

Organise, 

Evaluate and 

communicate 

key information 

D 

Historical 

Enquiry (sources 

and evidence) 

 

E 

Interpreting 

History 

 

F 

Causes and 

Consequences 

 

G 

Similarities/

Differences 

 

H 

Significance 

 

I 

Change and 

Continuity 

Themes Core Knowledge                                                                                          Disciplinary Knowledge Vocabulary 

Empire 

Civilisation 

Inequality 

Innovation 

Democracy 

• Know that the Ancient Greek civilisation emerged after 800 BC, and reached its peak around 

330 BC with the conquests of Alexander the Great.  

• Know that Ancient Greece was made up of individual city-states, such as Athens and 

Sparta, which frequently fought between each other.  

• Know that Ancient Greece was not one country, but it was one civilisation. 

• Know that all of the city states shared a similar language, and a similar Greek culture involving 

Gods, myths and sports. 

• Know that the Olympic Games saw each of the independent city-states compete against each 

other at sports every four years.  

• Know key information about the Ancient Greek city-states. 

• Know that, unlike the Egyptians who developed their civilisation around rivers in flat regions, 

the Greeks did not build vast empires. The mountains, valleys and water surrounding Greece 

cut off groups from one another. This led to the development of small, independent city-states 

that were highly competitive and this rivalry often led to war. 

A Show an awareness of chronology. Understand that a 

timeline is divided in AD (CE, common era) and BC (BCE, 

before common era). Order and sequence events 

chronologically 

B Develop use of appropriate subject terminology – 

Empire, Civilisation, Inequality, Innovation, 

Democracy  

C Communicate ideas about the past using different 

genres of writing, drawing, diagrams, data handling, 

drama and roleplay 

D Interpret a variety of sources. 

Understand what sources provided the most valuable 

information for a given topic.  

G Make valid statements about the main similarities, 

differences and changes occurring in the period 

 

 

Alexander the 

Great 

City-states 

Athens  

Athenians 

Sparta 

Spartans 

Citizen 

Enslaved 

Boule 

Trade 

Military 

Regime 

Warriors 

 

Geography 

Coverage 

Continents, Oceans, Europe, Africa, Middle Eastt 

Suggested 

Trips, Visits, 

Activities 

• Greek ‘Olympics’- invite the parents to cheer on their child as they compete for Athens or Sparta in a variety of events 

• Act out an Athenian Democracy 

• Now Press Play 

• Learn some Ancient Greek (https://maximumclassics.com/) 



Medium Term Overview 

History 

Overview 

Year 3- Unit 3 

Year 3 

 

Period: Roman Empire- Pax Romana 27BC- 180AD 

Was Pax Romana truly the time of the ‘Kingdom of Gold’? 

 

Disciplinary 

Knowledge 

(Skills) 

A 

Chronology 

 

B 

Historical 

Terms/Themes 

 

C 

Organise, 

Evaluate and 

communicate 

key information 

D 

Historical 

Enquiry (sources 

and evidence) 

 

E 

Interpreting 

History 

 

F 

Causes and 

Consequences 

 

G 

Similarities/

Differences 

 

H 

Significance 

 

I 

Change and 

Continuity 

Themes Core Knowledge                                                                                          Disciplinary Knowledge Vocabulary 

War & Peace 

Conquest 

Empire 

Civilisation 

Innovation 

• Know that Pax Romana is Latin for ‘Roman Peace’ and describes the period of the Roman 

Empire between 27BC and 180AD. 

• Know that the strength of the Roman Empire meant that no other civilisation could challenge 

Rome. 

• Know that Pax Romana was an unprecedented period of peace in Europe, with few wars or 

rebellions. 

• Know that the reason that the Pax Romana took place was that the Roman army was so 

powerful, few other European powers were able to oppose them. 

• Know that because of this time of peace, the Roman Empire was able to focus on building 

great cities and developing its famed technologies such as public baths, aqueducts and roads. 

• Know that during the Pax Romana, Roman civilisation reached its peak. This saw the building of 

a series of remarkable Roman cities across Europe, Asia and North Africa. 

• Know that during the Pax Romana, Roman civilisation reached the height of its sophistication. 

• Know that people disagree over whether living under the control of the Roman Empire was a 

good thing. 

• Know the influence that Latin still has had on European languages to this day. 

A Compare and contrast between events and eras 

B Develop use of appropriate subject terminology – War 

and peace, Conquest, Empire, Civilisation, 

Innovation 

D Interpret a variety of sources. Establish the 

significance of the historical source. 

E Identify and give reasons for different ways in which 

the past is represented. 

F Establish some links within a historical period which 

show that actions can have consequences 

H Select what is most significant in a historical 

event/account 

I Make valid statements about the main changes that 

occurred in the units studied 

 

Pax Romana 
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Peace  
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Conquest 

Civilisation 

Innovation 

Geography 

Coverage 

Continents  Oceans 

Europe 

Africa 

Middle East 

Suggested 

Trips, Visits, 

Activities 

The Collection and a walk around ‘Roman Lincoln’1 

Now Press Play 

Latin research and practice (Using ‘Classics for All’ Maximum Classics https://maximumclassics.com/) 

https://maximumclassics.com/


Medium Term Overview 

  Shared Definitions of Key Terms 

civilisation 

 

The society, culture and way of life of a particular area. The stage of 

human development and organisation that is considered most 

advanced. 

conquest 

 

The assumption of control of a place or a people by force. 

democracy 

 

A culture built upon freedom and equality, where everyone is aware 

of their rights and responsibilities. ‘Rule of the People’. 

determination 

 

Firmness of purpose 

economics 

 

The branch of knowledge concerned with the production, 

consumption and transfer of wealth. 



Medium Term Overview 

empire 

 

Supreme power over several countries, states or regions by a single 

authority. 

human rights 

 

A right which is believed to belong to every person. 

individual liberty 

 

Protection of your rights and the rights of others. 

inequality 

 

The quality of being unequal or uneven; difference. 

innovation 

 

The introduction of something new. 



Medium Term Overview 

peace 

 

Freedom from disturbance; tranquillity. 

resilience 

 

The capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness; bouncing 

back. 

rule of law 

 

The need for rules to make a happy, safe and secure environment to 

live in. 



Medium Term Overview 

tolerance 

 

Understanding that we all don’t share the same beliefs and values. 

Respecting the values, ideas and beliefs of others whilst not imposing 

our own others. 

war 

 

A state of conflict between different countries or groups. 

 


