
Medium Term Overview 

History 

Overview 

Year 6 - Unit 1 

Year 6 

 

Period: World War Two 1939-1945AD 

Did World War 2 prove that people are inherently good or bad? 
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Historical 
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E 

Interpreting 

History 
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Consequences 
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Differences 
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Significance 
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Change and 
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Themes Core Knowledge                                                                                          Disciplinary Knowledge Vocabulary 

Tolerance 

Inequality 

Human rights 

Empire 

Democracy 

• Know that the Holocaust is the term for the murder of around six millions Jews by the Nazi regime during WW2 

• Know that the Nazi Party was formed in 1919, following the end of World War 1 and the Treaty of Versailles. 

• Know that the Nazi Party was dissatisfied with the terms of the Treaty of Versailles, as Germany was forced to 

make numerous concessions and pay reparations for their part in WW1. 

• Know that the German defeat in WW1 left the country economically depressed and politically unstable. 

• Know that Adolf Hitler was the leader of the Nazi party from 1922-1945. 

• Know that Hitler became Chancellor of Germany in 1933, which gave the Nazi leader dictatorial powers. 

• Know that the Nazi Party promoted anti-Semitism, German nationalism and the idea of an Aryan ‘master race’. 

• Know that the Jews had many basic human rights taken away. 

• Know that in 1933, the Nazis opened their first concentration camp, Dachau, to house political prisoners who 

were against the Nazi Party. It evolved into a death camp where countless thousands of Jews died from 

malnutrition, disease and overwork or were executed.  

• Know that enrolment in the Hitler Youth was mandatory; members played on sports teams and contributed to 

Nazi-approved artistic programmes. Military training then followed. 

• Know that not all young people joined the Hitler Youth. Over 5,000 joined the Edelweiss Pirates, who attacked 

Hitler Youth members and sabotaged their events. 

• Know that Swing Kids and the White Rose and also apposed the Nazi regime.  

• Know about specific events, such as the Rosenstrasse Protest, in which people spoke up for what they believed in.  

A Make appropriate use of dates and 

specialist terms 

C Fully understand the methods of 

historical enquiry 

D Select sources independently and 

give reasons for choices  

Analyse a range of source material to 

promote evidence about the past  

E Understand that the past is 

represented and interpreted in 

different ways and give reasons for this 

F Compare similarities, differences and 

changes within and across a wide range 

of periods 

H Give reasons why some events, 

people or developments are seen as 

more significant than others 

 

Holocaust 

Nazi 

Allies 

Blitz 

Evacuee 

Concentration 

camp 

Fascism  

Antisemitism  

Nationalism 

Dictatorship 

Geography 

Coverage 

Continents , Oceans and seas, Europe, UK 

Suggested 

Trips, Visits, 

Activities 

Holocaust Museum Trip/Visit 

Allow children to discuss other political periods of time and draw comparisons between them 

Now Press Play 



Medium Term Overview 

History 

Overview 

Year 6 - Unit 2 

Year 6 

 

Period: The Civil Rights Movement 1954-1968AD 

Would you risk it all for something you believe in? 

Disciplinary 
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Themes Core Knowledge                                                                                          Discipinary Knowledge Vocabulary 

Tolerance 

Inequality 

Human rights 

Democracy 

• Know that after the Civil War in America, a series of changes were made to the US Constitution. These 

amendments began a revolution in the position of African Americans in the United States of America. 

• Know purpose of the 13th, 14th and 15th amendments to the American Constitution. 

• Know that White Americans made unfair laws called Jim Crow laws. They were designed to keep African 

Americans from really having the rights granted by the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth amendments.  

• Know the impact that segregation had on people lives, including children in school.  

• Know that Black men and women served heroically in World War II, despite suffering segregation and discrimination 

during their deployment. The Tuskegee Airmen broke the racial barrier to become the first black military aviators 

• Know about important figures in the Civil Rights Movement: Mary McLeod Bethune, Jackie Robinson, Rosa 

Parks, Martin Luther King Jr. 

• Know that in December 1955, Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a bus to a white passenger. This led to the 

year-long civil rights protest The Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

• Know that Montgomery’s buses were integrated on Dec 21, 1956, and the boycott ended. It had lasted 381 days. 

• Know that Ku Klux Klan, a white supremacist group, were involved in violence against black people. 

• Know that Martin Luther King emerged as a prominent national leader of the civil rights movement while also 

solidifying his commitment to nonviolent resistance. 

• Know that ‘I Have a Dream,’ speech by Martin Luther King, Jr., was delivered in 1963, during the March on 

Washington. It was a call for equality and freedom. 

 

A Order significant events, movements 

and dates on a timeline.   Identify features 

and make links between past societies 

and periods 

D Construct and organise response by 

selecting and organising relevant 

historical data 

E Consider ways of checking the 

accuracy of interpretations 

Be aware that different evidence will lead 

to different conclusions. 

G Compare similarities, differences and 

changes within and across a wide range of 

periods 

H Give reasons why historians would 

ascribe significance to specific people or 

events 

I Construct a narrative that highlights the 

nature, extent, or pace of change 

 

Abolition 

Activist 

Amendments 

Boycott 

Civil War 

Integration 

Resistance  

Segregation 

Slavery 

Constitution  

 

Geography 

Coverage 

Continents, Oceans and seas, North America (United States) 

Suggested 

Trips, Visits, 

Activities 

Hold a debate, Write/perform ‘I have a dream’ speeches 

Explore music, poetry and art of the time period (influenced by the CRM) 

Discuss where segregation/discrimination is seen today. 



Medium Term Overview 

History 

Overview 

Year 6- Unit 3 

Year 6  

What impact can one person have on our world? 

Overview Year 6 independent learning project about a key person in history (can be new knowledge or someone they have learnt about over their time at MLJA) 

Children to: 

• Create own knowledge organiser about a key person from history 

• Develop a 5 minute ‘TED Talk’ style presentation about the person 

• Write an academic essay, linking to different areas of history. 

Knowledge • Pupils should use knowledge acquired during previous units of History at MLJA to develop a coherent argument as to why their chosen person has had a valuable impact 

on the world as they know it today. 

Geography 

Coverage 

Review all key areas, including: 

Continents 

Oceans and seas 

Suggested Trips, 

Visits, Activities 

• Watch pupil TED Talks and impactful speeches through time 

• Hold an event for parents/younger pupils to screen the TED talks 

Declarative 

Knowledge 

A 

Understand how 

some historical 

events occurred 

concurrently in 

different 

locations 
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Record 
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understanding in 

a variety of 

ways, using 
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appropriately 
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ideas about the 
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project 

D 

Devise, ask and 

answer more 

complex 

questions about 
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considering key 

historical 

concepts 
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on the different 
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and effects for 

changes within 

and across 

different periods 

and societies  
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  Shared Definitions of Key Terms 

civilisation 

 

The society, culture and way of life of a particular area. The stage of 

human development and organisation that is considered most 

advanced. 

conquest 

 

The assumption of control of a place or a people by force. 

democracy 

 

A culture built upon freedom and equality, where everyone is aware 

of their rights and responsibilities. ‘Rule of the People’. 

determination 

 

Firmness of purpose 

economics 

 

The branch of knowledge concerned with the production, 

consumption and transfer of wealth. 



Medium Term Overview 

empire 

 

Supreme power over several countries, states or regions by a single 

authority. 

human rights 

 

A right which is believed to belong to every person. 

individual liberty 

 

Protection of your rights and the rights of others. 

inequality 

 

The quality of being unequal or uneven; difference. 

innovation 

 

The introduction of something new. 
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peace 

 

Freedom from disturbance; tranquillity. 

resilience 

 

The capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness; bouncing 

back. 

rule of law 

 

The need for rules to make a happy, safe and secure environment to 

live in. 
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tolerance 

 

Understanding that we all don’t share the same beliefs and values. 

Respecting the values, ideas and beliefs of others whilst not imposing 

our own others. 

war 

 

A state of conflict between different countries or groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


